Perceptions of family practice residents toward care of the elderly.
Family practice residents were surveyed to determine their perceptions of working with geriatric patients. Three areas were surveyed: residents' views of the elderly, their comparisons of the elderly with younger patients and their ideas of what it would be like to work with elderly patients. The results show that generally residents have positive views of geriatric patients. Residents see the elderly as comparing favorably with younger people. Also, they view the elderly as possessing favorable personality characteristics, such as a sense of humor, preference for independence, flexibility, and being easy to work with. Although residents are positive about working with the elderly, they do feel some ambivalence toward working in stroke-rehabilitation programs, as well as with geriatric patients who have lost contact with reality. Medical educators need to be aware of the perceptions that residents have concerning the geriatric patient, since this type of patient will in the future comprise a larger percentage of the resident's practice.